Rule of the Month, Rule 20-7, August 2015

Wrong Ball or Wrong Place?

1.

Wrong Ball. When the player lifted his ball it was out of play. And when he made a stroke at a ball that was out
of play he played a wrong ball even though it was his original ball. To correct this error he must retrieve his ball
and properly put it back into play. However, he would still incur the two stroke penalty in stroke play or loss of
hole in match play. See Definitions for Equipment and Wrong Ball and Decision 15/4.

Wrong Place. The difference from question #1 is that this player put the ball back into play but in a wrong place.
The player incurs a loss of hole penalty in match play and a two stroke penalty in stroke play and must complete
the hole with the ball played from a wrong place. See Decision 20-7¢/1.

Wrong Ball. This player has made a stroke at his original ball that is not in play. According to the definition of
wrong ball, when a player’s ball is no longer in play it is a wrong ball. This player incurs the general penalty of
loss of hole in match play or two strokes in stroke play and must correct his error by playing again from the tee.
Wrong Place. Since this player’s ball has come to rest out of bounds, he was required to put a ball into play as
near as possible to where he last played. This player has put another ball into play but not where Rule 27
requires. Thus, he has played from a wrong place. The difference from this answer and answer #3 is the fact
that a ball was put into play.

Wrong Ball. Rule 27-2 requires the provisional ball to be abandoned if the original ball is found in bounds. The
original ball remains her ball in play and by playing another stroke at the provisional ball she has played a wrong
ball.

Wrong Place. In this situation it appears that the player has both played a wrong ball and from a wrong place.
Rule 24 (Obstructions) requires the player to drop the original ball if it is easily retrievable and to drop within
one club-length. However, by dropping a different ball this player has substituted a ball when he was not
allowed to but the substituted ball becomes his ball in play and not a wrong ball. Therefore, when he played a
stroke at the dropped ball he played from a wrong place. He has breached Rule 24 for substituting a ball when
not allowed and for playing from a wrong place. The penalty is loss of hole in match play or a two stroke penalty
in stroke play, even though two rules have been breached.

Wrong Ball. When a player’s ball is not found and identified within 5 minutes his ball is lost and he must
proceed under the stroke and distance procedure of Rule 27-1. When the player made a stroke at his ball, which
was out of play, he made a stroke at a wrong ball.

Wrong Place. When the player dropped the abandoned ball he was substituting a ball for his original and the
dropped ball became the ball in play. As the location of the original ball was not known at the time of the
substitution he was required to proceed under the stroke and distance option of Rule 27 for a lost ball. When
he made a stroke at the dropped ball, which was not dropped at the location of his previous stroke, he played
from a wrong place.

Wrong Ball. The playing of two balls under Rule 3-3 when a player is in doubt as to how to proceed is only
allowed in stroke play. In match play, when the player played a stroke at the second ball he made a stroke at a
wrong ball and incurs a loss of hole penalty.

. Wrong Place. Although her ball has come to rest in a location that she is not allowed to play from it is still her

ball in play. Thus, by failing to take proper relief from the area she has played from a wrong place.
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