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Everything Old is New Again 

2019 New Definitions 

Answers 

1. True.  While the wording is slightly different, it still refers to the right to play first from the “teeing area” (which 

itself replaced the definition of “teeing ground”).  We used this question to point out that you will see some 

spelling oddities in the 2019 Rules of Golf book, such as the word “practise”. No, the Book was not poorly 

edited. A style of English known as International English was used for the book, which is why you will see some 

unfamiliar spellings. 

2.  False.  To “Improve” means to alter one or more of the conditions affecting your stroke or other physical 

conditions affecting your play so that you gain a potential advantage for your stroke. 

3. False.  If the word “Lie” comes up a lot with your normal playing group, you might want to look for new friends. 

Under the Rules, “Lie” refers to the spot on which your ball is at rest and any growing or attached natural object, 

immovable obstruction, integral object, or boundary object touching your ball or right next to it. Loose 

impediments and movable obstructions are not part of the lie of a ball. 

4. True.  A “Club-Length” is the length of the longest club of the 14 (or fewer) clubs you have during the round (as 

allowed by Rule 4.1b(1)), other than a putter. For example, if the longest club (other than a putter) you have 

during a round is a 43-inch (109.22 cm) driver, a club-length is 43 inches for you for that round. The definition is 

important to note for times when you are required to measure something, such as a “Relief Area”, another 

definition you may want to take a look at. 

5. False.  The “General Area” is the area of the course that covers all of the course except for the other four 

defined areas: (1) the teeing area you must play from in starting the hole you are playing, (2) all penalty areas, 

(3) all bunkers, and (4) the putting green of the hole you are playing. This new definition replaced “Through the 

Green”. 

6. False.  “Gravity” has finally found a home in the Rules of Golf. “Natural Forces” are defined as the effects of 

nature such as wind, water or when something happens for no apparent reason because of the effects of 

gravity. 

7. False.  “Outside Influence” is any of these people or things that can affect what happens to your ball or 

equipment or to the course: Any person (including another player), except you or your caddie or your partner or 

opponent or any of their caddies, any animal, and any natural or artificial object or anything else (including 

another ball in motion), except for “Natural Forces”. 

8. False.  An “Animal” is any living member of the animal kingdom (other than humans). 

9. True.  The actual definition of “Flagstick” is word for word what is in the question.  We included it as an example 

of how much effort has been made to simplify the language and style of writing used in the Rules. 

10. False.  We would never try to trick our loyal readers, who have made our monthly articles the most clicked on 

links at OGA.org.  A “No Play Zone” is a part of the course where the Committee has prohibited play. A no play 

zone must be defined as part of either an abnormal course condition or a penalty area. 


