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Where Fore Art Thou? 

Answers: 

1. True.  Definition of Areas of the Course.  In the past, there were four areas of the course. But starting in 2019, 

hazards have been divided into two separate areas -- penalty areas and bunkers.  Additionally, the general area 

(see question #2) and the teeing area and the putting green of the hole being played make up the rest of the 

course.   

2. True.  Definition of General Area.   The general area, formally known as “through the green”, is where the ball 

will most often be played from.  It is all of the course with the exceptions of the teeing area where the player 

will start the hole that is being played, all penalty areas, all bunkers and the putting green of the hole being 

played.   

3. False.  Rule 2.2c.  When a ball lies partially in the general area and partially in another specific area of the course 

it is always treated as lying in that specific area of the course.  For instance, if a ball lies in the general area but 

also touches a penalty area, the ball is treated as lying in the penalty area. 

4. False.  Definition of General Area.  The four defined specific areas of the course consists of bunkers, penalty 

areas, the teeing area and the putting green of the hole the player is playing.  All other teeing locations on the 

course, whether on the same hole or a different hole, and all the other greens on the course are treated as part 

of the general area.  While No play zones are not considered a defined specific area, they are a new concept 

under the 2019 Rules and will be covered in a future Rule of the Month article.     

5. False.   Definition of Bunker and Rule 12.1.  A ball is considered in the bunker if it is inside the edge of the bunker 

and also if it rests on sand or where sand would normally be.  If the ball lies on soil or grass, such as on the lip or 

wall of the bunker where sand is not intended to be, the ball is not in the bunker. 

6. True.  Definition of Bunker.  The Committee now has the authority to declare bunkers as part of the general 

area.  Doing so removes all restrictions on the player when their ball lies in a bunker and would generally by 

imposed only in extraordinary circumstances.  One side note to Committees in charge of the course is that in 

doing so, it could severely impact the accuracy of handicaps.     

7. False.   Definitions of Teeing Area and Club-Length.  The teeing area is still two club-lengths in depth measured 

from the front edge of the tee-markers.  However, a putter may not be used when measuring distances on the 

course since the definition of a club-length specifically excludes putters.   

8. True.  Definition of Penalty Area.  In the past, a Committee didn’t have the authority to arbitrarily declare any 

area of the course as a water hazard unless it met the definition of a water hazard.  Starting in 2019, the 

Committee may define any area of the course as a penalty area, such as deep rough from where a ball is often 

lost or unplayable.  This new authority has the potential to speed play as the golfer may not wish to search for 

the ball but rather immediately take relief under Rule 17 (Penalty Areas). 

9. False.  Definition of Penalty Area.  When stakes are used to define the edge of a penalty area, the edge is 

defined by the line between the outside points of the stakes at ground level.  This stipulation puts the stakes 

inside the penalty area.   

10. True.  Rules 2.2c and 13.1a.  As mentioned in question #3, when a ball touches both the general area (fringe) 

and one of the other defined specific areas, it is treated as lying in or on the specific area.  Therefore, a ball that 

touches both the fringe and putting green is on the putting green and the player may mark and lift his or her ball 

under Rule 13.1b (Putting Greens).  


