
USGA Handicap System Section 5-2g. Posting a Score from an Unrated Set of Tees on a Rated Course 

Authorized Golf Associations issue a USGA Course Rating and Slope Rating for the most commonly played sets 

of tees. If a USGA Course Rating and Slope Rating from a selected set of tees are not available for the 

appropriate gender, the player may apply the following procedure on a temporary basis: 

• Locate the nearest set of rated tees for the appropriate gender; 

• Determine the yardage difference between the set of tees being played and the rated set of tees; 

• Using the following table, find the range that includes the yardage difference; 

 

 

http://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/handicapping/handicap-manual.html#!rule-14370,authorizedgolfassociation
http://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/handicapping/handicap-manual.html#!rule-14370,USGACourseRating
http://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/handicapping/handicap-manual.html#!rule-14370,Slope%20Rating
http://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/handicapping/handicap-manual.html#!rule-14370,USGACourseRating
http://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/handicapping/handicap-manual.html#!rule-14370,Slope%20Rating


 

Add the resulting table values to the ratings of the nearest set of tees rated for the appropriate gender if the 

unrated tees are longer than the rated tees, or subtract the resulting values if the unrated tees are shorter 

than the rated tees. 

This method may also be used if a player plays a combination of tees. The player first determines the total 

yardage played and then applies the above procedure. 

If the Committee in charge of a competition has used a combination of tees for a competition course, this 

procedure may be used. This procedure is not a substitute for a formal USGA Course Rating and Slope Rating. 

For a nine-hole adjustment, the proper procedure is to use the actual yardage difference for the adjustment to 

the USGA Course Rating, and double the yardage difference to find the appropriate Slope Rating adjustment. 

Example 1: A woman plays from the middle tees that are not rated for women. The women's USGA Course 

Rating from the forward tees is 71.6, and the Slope Rating is 119. The middle tees are 396 yards longer than 

the forward tees. She enters the 387 to 404 yard range, and this corresponds to adding 2.2 to the USGA 

Course Rating and 5 to the Slope Rating of the forward tees. She will post her score with a USGA Course 

Rating of 73.8 (71.6 + 2.2) and a Slope Rating of 124 (119 + 5). 
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Example 2: A man plays nine holes from the forward tees that are not rated for men. The men's nine-

hole USGA Course Rating from the middle tees is 34.8, and the Slope Rating is 117. The forward tees are 195 

yards shorter than the middle tees. He enters the 187 to 208 yard range to subtract 0.9 from the USGA Course 

Rating and the 385 to 406 yard range (195 x 2 = 390) to subtract 4 from the Slope Rating of the middle tees.  

 

He will post his score with a USGA Course Rating of 33.9 (34.8 - 0.9) and a Slope Rating of 113 (117 - 4). 

Note 1 : If a player plays a course that does not have the necessary men's or women's USGA Course 

Rating and Slope Rating, the player should notify the Authorized Golf Association that has jurisdiction in that 

area. 

Note 2 : If the yardage difference is more than 1,250 yards for women or 802 yards for men, the player finds 

one-half of the yardage difference on the table, doubles the corresponding numbers, and applies the 

procedure above. For example, if a man plays a yardage difference of 1,400 yards, he doubles the values for 

700 yards from the table, and adds 6.4 (3.2 x 2) to the USGA Course Rating and 16 (8 x 2) to the Slope Rating. 
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